Welcometo 
Yaquina Head 


The lighthouse, tidepools, trails and 
interpretive center offer many opportunities 
to explore and discover life at this coastal 
headland. 


A Long History 


Yaquina Head is a narrow, coastal headland 
formed by ancient lava flows. The basalt cliffs 
and coves have endured the pounding ocean 
surf for 14 million years. 


Yaquina Head has provided coastal inhabitants 
with a mile-long pathway into the open sea for 
4,000 years. Coastal Indians used this pathway 
as a place to hunt marine mammals, collect 
mussels, and seek spiritual renewal. Explorers, 
marine traders, and pirates used the headland 
as a navigational marker for more than 300 
years before the U.S. Lighthouse Service built 
the Yaquina Head Light Station on the headland 
in the early 1870s. Yaquina Head Outstanding 
Natural Area, established in 1980, protects 

this headland and provides an opportunity for 
visitors to experience its natural and cultural 
heritage. 


“On the 6th at noon... we saw 
two seals and several whales, 
and at day break the next 
morning, the long looked for 
coast of New Albion was seen. 
At the northern extreme, the 
land formed a point, which I 
called Cape Foulweather, from 
the very bad weather that we, soon after, met with.” 


Captain James Cook, anchored approximately 10 miles offshore of Yaquina 
Head, March 7, 1778 


Abundant Life 


Marine mammals, seabirds, raptors and tidepool 
organisms are some of the wildlife you many see. 


Watching ? 4 


Gray whales 
can be seen yea 
round at Yaquin: 
In December an 
whales can be Vicweuwasticy 

migrate south to the warm waters of Baja, Mexico 
to breed and give birth. During March and April 
the whales pass Yaquina Head as they migrate 

to their summer feeding grounds in the Bering 
Sea. Some “seasonal resident” gray whales remain 
along the Oregon Coast throughout the summer 
and fall, rather than migrate to the Bering Sea. 
These whales can often be spotted within ’2 mile 
of shore. 


Gray whale 


Harbor Seals 


Harbor seals live here year- 
round. Look for them on the 
offshore rocks near Cobble Beach. 


Raptors can be spied on the cliffs near the Yaquina 
Head Interpretive Center or soaring above the 
hills. Songbirds flit among bushes and trees along 
trails. Each spring tens of thousands of nesting 
seabirds are visible from wildlife viewing platforms 
near the lighthouse. 


In the mid-1800s, 
maritime commerce 
along the west coast 
was booming as a 
result of the opening 
of the Oregon and 
California Trails. 

The U.S. Lighthouse 
Service saw the 
potential of the basalt headlands to provide stable 
foundations and good locations for lighthouses to 
guide trading ships along the coast. On June 8, 1866, 
President Andrew Johnson signed an Executive 
Order that set aside 19 acres for a light station to be 
constructed at Yaquina Head. 


“Gale South 
a to fresh breeze 
a S. West these 


24 hours. With 
hard rain... Gale 
blew down the 
tightboard fences 
at sta. and panes 
of glass out of 
storm windows.” 
Keepers’ Log, Yaquina Head Light Station, 3 Jan 1907 


oD, 


The light at Yaquina Head was first lit on August 20, 
1873. At that time, the stately tower stood alongside a 
two-story keepers’ dwelling, a barn and outbuildings. 
Maintaining the light was the 
primary duty of the lighthouse 
keepers. Days were filled with 
polishing, cleaning, and repairing, 
as well as tending gardens and 
livestock. Yaquina Head lighthouse 
was automated in 1966, ending 
the era of station attendants. 


Interpretive Ce 


From a full-scale replica 
of the lighthouse lantern, 
to a recreated rocky 
island, exhibits interpret 
the natural and human 
history of Yaquina Head. 


A non-profit interpretive 
store, offers a variety 

of theme-related 
merchandise. Proceeds 
are directed toward 
education and 
preservation at Yaquina 
Head. 


Interpretive and E. 


Programs 


Park Rangers 
offer guided 
tours of 

the historic 
lighthouse. 
Children must be 
42 inches tall to 
climb the tower 
Stairs. 


When the tide is 
out, rangers help 
visitors explore 
the tidepools at 
Cobble Beach, 
providing safety 
guidelines, 


natural history information and answering questions. 


Yaquina Head]f __ 
Outstanding }% 
Natural Area 


Klamath 


Grants Pass 
Medford 
Falls 


Yaquina Head, open seven days a week from 8 a.m. to 
sunset, is three miles north of Newport on the Oregon 
Coast just off Highway 101. 


Interpretive Center: Open 10-4 daily, 
closed Thanksgiving and Christmas Days 


Lighthouse: Open for guided tours only. Tour times 
vary by season. Reservations are accepted for limited 
tours through recreation.gov; 1-877-444-6777, or on 
the day of the tour at the interpretive center desk. 


Tidepools: Tidepool exposure at Cobble Beach varies 
with the daily tides. Please check a tide table before 
planning your visit: weather.hmsc.oregonstate.edu/ 
weather/tides/tides 


Fees: 
Passenger vehicle - $7 (3 days) or $15 for annual pass 
20 passenger bus $25; 21+passenger bus $50 


Oregon Pacific Coast Passport - $10 for 5-day pass; $35 
annual 


America the Beautiful National Park and Federal 
Recreation Lands passes are issued/sold and accepted. 


Bureau of Land Management 

Yaquina Head Outstanding Natural Area 
750 NW Lighthouse Drive, Suite 8 

Newport, OR 97365 

541-574-3100 
blm.gov/or/resources/recreation/Yaquina 


BLM/OR/WA/GI-16/030+1122.32 
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This 100-acre site was established by 
Congress as an Outstanding Natural Area 

in 1980. The Bureau of Land Management 
(BLM) manages Yaquina Head Outstanding 
Natural Area to preserve its natural, scenic, 
historic, educational, and recreational values 
for present and future generations. 


Walk the Trails 


(length/time noted is one way from Interpretive Center) 


Lighthouse Trail 


Length/Time: 0.35 mi, 10 min 

This easy, paved trail begins at the Interpretive 
Center and follows the headland‘s southern 
bluffs to Cobble Beach and the lighthouse. 
Watch for gray whales and harbor seals from the 
observation points. 


Salal Hill Trail 


Length/Time: 0.8 mi, 20 min 

This relatively short but steep trail takes hikers 
through a series of switchbacks to a 180-degree 
view of the Oregon coastline. The town of 
Newport lies to the south; the distant point to the 
north is Cape Foulweather. 


Communications Hill Trail 


Length/Time: 0.85 mi, 25 min 
Communications Hill takes hikers up a gated 
gravel road through a shore pine and Sitka 
spruce forest. The top of the hill sports the 
equipment that provided the name, and provides 
a view of the highest point in the Coast Range - 
Marys Peak. 


Quarry Cove Trail 


Length/Time: 0.55 mi, 15 min 

From the Interpretive Center, head through the 
tunnel. The overlook at the end of the tunnel 
offers a view down into Quarry Cove and south 
towards the Yaquina Bay jetties. The trail climbs 
up a fewstairs, along the bluff and then downa 
staircase into what was once the “Lower Quarry.” 


Beach Exploration 


Yaquina Head's two beaches are dramatically 
different, but equally fun to explore. Please 
explore safely. 


Quarry Cove’'s protected shoreline is sandy and 
enticing to both shorebirds and young children. 


An accessible viewing platform often offers a close 
up look at harbor seals during high tide. 


Cobble Beach is a rocky intertidal ecosystem 
teaming with life — sea stars, urchins, anemones 
and more are exposed for the surefooted to 
observe during low tide. If the tide is high, the 
waves rushing in tumble the cobblestones 
creating a most unusual sound. 


+ Waves and surf are unpredictable. “Sneaker waves” can 
wash much higher up the beach than expected. 
Always keep an eye on the surf and keep small 
children within arm’s reach. 

+ In tidepools, walk on bare, dry rocks; avoid stepping on 
tidepool plants and animals. 

+ Seals live here. Stay 50 yards away and use soft voices. 

+ Keep dogs on 6-foot leashes and away from tidepools. 

- Leave rocks, shells and sea life in place. 


National Landscape C. yn 


System 


The Yaquina Head Outstanding Natural Area is a part 
of the BLM's National Landscape Conservation System. 
This system exists to conserve, protect and restore 
nationally significant landscapes that have outstanding 
cultural, ecological and scientific values. For more 
information: blm.gov/nics 


Whales 
Seals 
Sea birds 


Intertidal Life 


Keep Yaquina Head Safe ) 


Nora 110 


- Cliffs and unstable areas abound. Walk on maintained 


trails or walkways and remain behind fences or other 
barriers. 


+ Keep pets on a 6-foot leash and clean up waste. Pets are 


not permitted near the lighthouse due to bird nesting, 
or in buildings. 


+ Leave flowers, rocks, shells and other objects in place. 
+ Kites, model airplanes and drones are not permitted. 
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